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ious and subtle philosopher, Ammonius Saccas, under 
whom he became perfect master of the Platonic, Py- 
thagorean and Stoic notions, and of the Oriental sys- 
tems. This stady was then thought highly useful ;— 
but it is now supposed to have had a pernicious effect 
on Origen, by confirming him on the. visionary plan 
turning the scriptures into allegory, and of imagining in 
them a hidden and mystical meaning, Which was to be 
understood by the help of the philosophy, or more pro- 
perly, the jargon, of the age. 

About the same time, he composed his Tritrapla, 
which was a Bible, in which the Hebrew text, the 
translation of the Septuagint, that of Aquila, that of 
Syutmachus, and that of Theodosian, were placed in 
different columns. This work was the commeacement 
of that astonishing monument of study and dabor, the 
Hexapla or Octapla. Even in the imperfect state in 
which it was now first published, it greatly increased 
Origen’s fame, and drew from all parts, into Alexan- 
dria, many of the learned, to converse with him, or to 


(Concluded from page 189.) 


In the house of his Benefactress, he confined him- 
def io the study of science and literature. But wish- 
ios to live independent of her charity, he opened a 
school in the course of a few months, and by this means 
obtained a livelihood, Though only eighteen years 
pid, such was bis renown that many of the learned, 
many philosophers, and some masters of heresy, attend- 
ed on his instructions; and among these there were 
several whom he converted to what was then consid- 
ered the orthodox faith. The reputation and number 
af bis converts increasing, he was confirmed, by De- 
inetrins, bishop of Alexandria, ia the office of Catechist, 
er Professur of sacred Learning. He now atood in the 
piace that had formerly been occupied by his Master. 
Clemens Alexandrinus, at the head of that distinguish-| be instructed by him. Among these who came for the 
ed school io which he himself had studied divinity + / latter purpose, was St.. Ambrose,* who had hitherto 
aud he determined to abstract himself entirely from | jeen a heretic of the Valentinian kind, but who was, 
the ordinary cares of life, that he might devote the | now brought, by the persnasions of Origen, to forsake 
whole of his attention to his new and arduous employ- his former notions, and to become a zealous prosclyte 
ment. For this purpose, he .aid that part of his libra-!to the common faith. 
ry which treated of literatnre and science, and took | From this period. both the fame which Origen had 
from the purchaser an obligation to allow him four} acquired, and the envy which of course was awaken- 
abolr, or fire pence, per day, as an income on which he} ed against him, cols; ired to interrupt his residence at 
\lexandria, and finally to banish him from the city. 
About the year 212, he made a journey to Rome; and 
soon after his return to Egypt, he was sent for by an 
‘4rabian Prince to come and instruct him in the Chris- 
Not long after this, Alexandria being 





micht eahsist, 

From this period, he restricted himself to a life of 
the most rigid abstinence, and laborious stody. The 
dav he spent, partly in fasting and other religious ex- 


erciscs. and partly in the duties ef his office ; the night | tian re ligion. 


be vloyed io the study ef the ecriptures, reserving a | harassed by a war which the Emperor, Caracalla, | 
hiitie ie for sleep, which he seldom took in bed, but waged against its inhabitants for having jeered and 
wene on the bare grovad. The sanctity of his} scoffed him, Origen retired into Palestine. Being set- 
fife, his eloquence, and extensive learning, drew to} {led in the city of Cesarea, the bishops of that province 
Rim a seat nucaber ef disciples from all quarters, and 'requested him, though not a priest. toNexpound the 
trom ai classes and sects. He soon had the trium- | scriptures publicly to the people, and he complied.— 
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presbyter by the bishops of that province. Demetrius 
highly resented this ordination of Origen by foreign 
bishops, without his leave ; and wrote letters against 
him to the several churches, declaring him disqualifi- 
ed for the priesthood by the act performed in his youth, 
and alledging moreover that it was unlawful to ordaia 
tbe pritcipal of the Alexandrian school, which was uh- 
der his episcopal inspection, without his knowledge 
and approbation. This ferment, however, subsided ; 
and Origen, after accomplishing his businessin Achaia, 
returned to Alexandria, where he soon published sev- 
eral books of Commentaries on the scriptures, together 
with his work entitled Stromata, and his Book of Prin- 
ciples. 

In this last book, as well as in some other works, he 
advances the doctrive of Universal Suipation, His 
opinion was, thaf the souls of mankind existed in a 
state prior to ihe present; that they were consigned 
to these mortal bodies in consequence of their devia- 
tion from the laws of order, in that first state ; and that 
after death, the sauls of all mankind, both good and 
| bad, wili be subjected to a most searching trial by fire, 
with different degrees of pain, according to their differ- 
ent degrees of moral pollution, until they shall become 
perfectly purified by the operation, {n precess of time, 
he contends, the souls of the most wicked, together 
with the fallen angels, or, in short, all infellagent beings, 
will be restored to holiness and happiness. It is said, 
| however, that Origen directed that the doctrine of the 
Universal Restoration should be kept as a secret, from 
all those who had not made high attainments in divine 
| knowledge; and an unknown Universalist writer has 
| quoted the following passage from him: ‘* How long 
this purification, which is wrought out by penal fire, 
shall endure, or for how many periods or ages it shall 
| detain sinful souls in torment, he only knows, to whom 
{all judgment is committed by the Father...........+..But 











' we must still remember that the apostle would have 
\ this text accounted as a mystery, so as that the faith- 
‘ful and perfect ones may keep its secret sense among 


Phimt satisfaction of witnessing a proof of their constan- 
cy and zeal in the faith; tor in a sudden and furious 





But Pemetrivs, bishop of Alexandria, who began to | themselves, and not ordinarily divulge it to the imper- 
look with envy on Origen’s reputation, immediately | fect and less capable of receiving it.”* 


persecution, which some of the Roman magistrates set’ wrote to these prelates, expostulating with them for 


Origen soon found that his bishop was but little ap- 


en toet at )csandria, severa! of his scholars undaunt-! tho appointment they had given to Origen, and alledg- | peased towards him, notwithstanding the momentary 
which encouraged him to return to his native 


sily sealed their profession with their lives. Origen jne that it was a thing unheard of that a layman | calm 
. In 231, Demetrius assembled a Council, »in 


himselt was often attacked with showers of stones by. should preach in the presence of bishops. Alexander, | city. ' 
the enraged heathens, as he went to the place of exe- , bishop of Jernsalem, and Theoctistus, bishop of Cesa- | which it was ordained that Origen should leave Alex- 
cution to encourage the martyrs; a practice from rea. answered him, however, by shewing that the par- | andria and reside there no more; but that he should 
which no dangers could ever deterhim. It was about} ticular of which he complained had been sanctioned in | nevertheless be permitted to retain the office of pres- 


this time, when he was in his twenty-first year, that he | tye church by a practice by ne means uncommon.— | byter. 


,; ' , , . ; , ; Origen vow bade adieu to his native city, for the last 
erformed an act which subjected him to the animad-! Meanwhile, Demetrius had sent some deacons to Ori- | © 4 , ’ , 
4 a | Meanypite, | time, and retired to Cesarea. Here he was cordially 








versious even of his warmest friends, and was the occa- | sens with a letter enjoining it upon him to return im-! . . . ‘ 
; Ts y ™ : | received by his old friends, Alexander and Theoctistus, 


With the commands of this 


’ 


sien of much reproach to him through all his life. Un-' mediately to Alexandria. 
derstanding our Saviour to recommend emasculation,* : jester, Origen saw fittocomply ; and accor 
‘he made himnse'f an evauch, not only for the kingdom ed the care of the catecbetical schoo). 
of heaven’s sake, but also from prudential considera- terwards, however, be was = bergen ne his - 
tions, as his instructions were sought by both sexes.— | ployment, by an order, which he received from the 
Dewetriue, his bishop, at first applauded it asan act of | sitedtd Waubtin’’ to visit her at Antioch, that she 
the greatest heroism, though he a!ierwards alleged it | might see him and hear him converse. Ue staid with 
against him as an inexcusable offence. Origen himself, | her but a short time, and then returned to Alexandria, 
when older, regarded it as improper, where he immediately began his Commentaries upon 
In the mean time, his school increased to so great &/ the scriptures. He prosecuted this work without in- 
number that he was obliged to commit his younger pu- | terruption, till A. D. 228, when he was sent, with let- 
pils to the cure of his friend Heraclas, who had been | ters of recommendation from Demetrius, into Achaia, 
one of his first disciples. According to Lardner, he | og some ecclesiastical affairs, It was in this voyage 
Must have employed the leisure which this assistange | ;hat, as he passed through Palestine, he was ordained 
ajlowed him, in attending the lectures of that ingen- 


ding 
Sometime af- 





* This was about A. D, 212. Origen was twenty- 
eight pears od. 








| 


* Matthew xix. 12. 


~ 


ly resum- 


! 


who immediately commissioned him to expound the 
scriptures to the people, and sat under his instructions, 
‘themselves, as though he were their master. The 
j wrath of Demetrius, however, had new afflictions in 
‘reserve for him. He assembled another Council of 
bishops in Egypt ; and obtained a decree which depos- 
ed Origen from his sacerdotal dignity, and excommu- 
'nicated him from the church. When this sentence 
was regularly passed upon him, he could, according to 
| the ecclesiastical Constitutiow and Canons, ne lepger 
be received in any church, or by any bishop, under the 





* See the Preface to Jeremy White's “indication of~ 
‘the Divine Goodness in the Resforation of All Things. 
‘If 1 do not forget, Dr. T. Barnet, in his State of the 
| Dead, &. also has quoted the above passage from 
' Origen. 
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catholic jurisdiction ; nevertheless the bishops of Pal- 
estine, Arabia, Phenicea and Achaia, who were per- 
sonally acquainted with him, so highly esteemed him, 
that they hazarded the experiment of supporting him, 
in opposition to the ecclesiastical regulations. It 
should be particularly remarked here, however, that 
it was not for erroneous sentiments that Origen 
was deposed or excommunicated ; for it does not ap- 
pear that he wae ever accused of these, till long after 
his death.* What were the offences alleged against 
him, we know not; but they probably consisted only 
in some informality or irregularity in his ordination, or 
some disregard of the customary claims of his bishop. 

At Cesarea, his former appointment to explain the 
scriptures to the people, was renewed by the bishops 
of Palestine. His fame brought all kinds of persons, 
not only from that province, but also from remote 
countries, to be his disciples ; among whom were Gre- 
gory, afterwards sirnamed Thaumaturgus, who became 
bishop of Neocesarea, and his brother, Athenodorus. 

Demetrius survived the excommunication of Origen 
but a shorttime. After his death, the torrent of oppo- 
‘sition appeared to subside a little; but still, Origen 
was always considered by the Egyptian christians as 
an excommunicated person ; and such was their rever- 
ence for the Canons of the charch, that Demetrius’ 
sentence was continued under his successors, Heraclas 
and Dionysius, aithough the former had been a disciple 
and companion of Origen, and though both of them still 
entertained the greatest respect, and the warmest 
affection for him. 

In the year 235, the Emperor Maximin instituted a 
general and violent persecution against the christians ; 
and among others, ‘I'heoctistus, and St. Ambrose who 
had been converted by Origen, and who was now a 
priest at Cesarea, were arraigned before the tyrant’s 
tribunal. To them, Origen wrote and dedicated his 
Treatise on Martyrdom ; though he, at the same time, 
retired for a while to the city of Athens, and there con- 
cealed himself from the storm that was raging against 
the christians throughout the whole Roman empire. — 
Here he employed himself in composing bis Commen- 
taries on Ezekicl, and on the Canticles. He after- 
wards returned to Cesvrea in Palestine, and from 
thence went to the city of that name in Cappadocia. 
KM was at this period, when he was about fifty-three 
years old, that he published his Herapla or Octapla, 
complete, consisting of the Hebrew text of the Old 
Testament, in one column ; the same, in Greek letter, 
in another column; the translation of the Septuagint, 
in a third; the version of Aquila, in a fourth; that of 
Symmachus, in a fifth; that of Theodosian, ina sixth ; 
and two others, in a seventh and eigbth; together 
with a version only of the Psalms. Of this work, Mo- 
sheism says, that ‘‘ though almost entirely destroyed 
by the waste of time, it will, even in its fragments, re- 
main an eternal monument of the incredible applica- 
tion with which that great man labored to remove 
those obstaeles which retarded the progress of the 
gospel.” 

A year or two after the publication of this work, 
Beryllus, an Arabian bishop, having somewhat deviat- 
ed from the popular faith concerning the trinity, -Ori- 
gen was requested (A. D. 238,) by a number of bish- 
ops, to enter the lists with him, and if possible, con- 
vince him of his supposed error. ‘I'his he did so effec- 
tually, and with such grace, as to induce him to re- 
nounce his obnoxious sentiments, and to become the 
sincere and ardent friend of his victorious opponent 
through the remainder of his life. A few years after 
this, he was called to another assembly of bishops, 
which was convened against some Arabian christians 
who held that the souls of men died and were raised 








wee 


bs Mosheim indeed suspects that Dewetrius accused 
Qrigen of erroneous sevtiments; (Mosheim, iii. Cent, 
2d. Part, Chap. 3d, } xiv.) but neither Gave. Bu Pin 
nor Lardmer. agrees with him. . 





‘most extremity. 


again with their bodies. Against this doctrine he con- 
tended with so powerful arguments that its advocates 
changed their opinion, and returned to the cordial fel- 
lowship of the church. 

Though he was now abonat sixty years old, he seems 
to have subjected himself to greater exeriions than at 
any former period of his life; for, in addition to the 
composition of his works, he daily delivered discourses 
to the people. ‘hese, though in general entirely exe | 
temporaneous and unprepared, were nevertheless so | 
highly esteemed that transcribers were empioye'l to 
take them down as they were delivered, and «fier- 
wards to publish them. In the mean time he com)let- 
ed and published several of his Commentaries ou the 
Scriptures ; and wrote his book in answer to Celsus, a 
heathen philosoptier who had attacked the christian | 





religion. 

In the terrible persecution which began A. D. 250, 
under the emperor Decius, Origen was seized, cast 
into prison and loaded with irons. In this cond.:tion, 
he suffered the greatest torments. For several stays, 
his feet were kept in the stocks, extended to the ut- 
His persecutors then threatened to 
burn him alive; and when they perceived that threats 
could not shake his constancy, they racked him with 
several kinds of torture, in order to induce him to re- 
nounce his profession. At length, tired with the in- 
fliction of unavailing torments, and not caring to con- 
summate their cruelty, they suffered him to escape 
alive. After this, he held several conferences, and | 
wrote many letters, in all which he evinced a soul 
worthy of the vast and eternal renown he had secured, 
He died at Tyre, A. D. 252, in the 66th or 67th year 


of his age. 
Cave says, that nothing but a frame like brass and 


iron could have t:eld out under all the fatigues and la- 
bors which Origen endured. He composed and pub- 
lished, some say, six thousand books, many of which, 
however, must, of course, have been small. His a - 
tainments were astonishing: he was master of almost 
all learning that was then in repute, both sacred and 
profane ; he could repeat the whole Bible from memo- 
ry; and in composing his works, he dictated fast 
enough to employ several amanuenses at once. 

There never was a man, perhaps, who bore his fac- 
ulties with more unaffected meekness, than he, Af- 
fectionate and humane, there seldom mingled any se- 
verity with that devout zeal for which he was, and 
ever will be, distinguished. Austere, but not morose, 
his very enemies, or rather, enemy, could not alledge 
a moral failing or weakness against him, except one 
youthful act, to which he was induced, partiy by au 
error of judgment, and partly by a desire to secure 
himself against the commission of a crime. 

As a critical expositor of the meaning of the scrip- 
tures, he deserves but little commendation. Yet even 
in this character, he stands perhaps first among those 
of his age; if indeed there be any priority, where all 
are unworthy of much attention. 

I shall conclude this sketch with the character 
which the judicious and discriminating Mosheim gives 
of Origen: ‘* Aman of vast and uncommon abilities, 
and the greatest luminary of the christian world, 
which this age exhibited to view. Had the justness 
of his judgment been equal to the immensity of his 
genius, the fervor of his piety, his indefatigable pa- 
tience, his extensive erudition, and his other eminent 
and superior talents, all encomiums must have fallen 
short of his mesit. Yet such as he was, his virtues 
and his labors deserve the admiration of all ages; and 
his name will be traasmitted with honor through the 
annals of time, as long as learning and genius shall 
be esteemed among men.” Mosheim iii. Cent. 2d 
Part, Chap. 2d. § vii. Marcus. 

[eatin 

** Truth shall spring out of the earth: and Richte- 
teousness shall look down froin heaven. Yea, the 
Lord shall give that which is good ; aud our lavd shall} 








'is their invariable result. 
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‘“ Her (Wisdom’s) ways are ways of pleasantness ond 
all her paths are peace.......But the way of the : 
gressor is hard.”’—Prov. iii. 17. xiii.-15, 


That the pleasures of virtue, amply reward her vota- 
ries, is a point, that appears to be admitted, by 
men, in geveral. But, that vice meets with a “ just 
recompence of reward,” setting aside the notion of fy. 
ture, endless misery, is a principle, not Seuerally al. 
lowed to be correct. Still, it is matter of surprise 
that, as virtue and vice are, as operating cause 
metrically opposed to each other, any reasonable 
phiiosopiic mind, can admit the idea, that the effects, 
produced by them, can be so vastly disproportidnate 12 
each other. ) 

Nature, in all her operations, leads inevitably tothe 
conclusion, that two opposite causes, when put im op- 
eration, invariably produce effects, as opposite in their 
natures; and bearing precisely the same Proportion to 
each other, as the sources, from whence they derived 
their origin, If nature is true, if she is governed by 
invariv.ble laws, and that such is the fact, no man ip 
his senses can doubt, for the very existence of the Unie 
verse depends upon it, we may, reasonably, calculate 
to witness the efficient operation of the same Jaws, 
throughout all her vast dominion. 


8, dia- 


For instance ; a certain degree of heat, producesg 
correspondent effect on al? bodies exposed to it—and 
the opposite degree of cold, is known by its opposite 
consequences. Pain and sickness, hunger, thirst, and 
fatigue, were never known to fail of creating disagree- 
able sensations. The very appejlations themselves, 
convey the idea of misery, because we know that such 
The opposite to these sen 
sations, is pleasure, and it was.vever known, that re- 
lief from pain, &c. did not prodice pieasure, Happi- 
ness and misery are precisely opposite terms, and Op- 
posite principles ; and the universal experience of man 
kind, fuily and strongly substantiate the fact, that 
they are the necessary and inevitable results of theit 
relative causes :—-Causes as remote from each other, 
as their consequences: and every man, of common 
sense, knows that his pleasure or pain, his prosperity 
or adversity, his happiness or misery, are to each 
other, as the first principles to which they owe theif 
birth. 

None of these principles are more distinct, or farther 
removed from each other, than the premises laid down, 
in the above quoted passages. ‘* Her (Wisdom’s) 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace.”? ‘ But the way of the transgressor is hard.” 
Virtue is here, personified by Wisdom, and it is plainly 
intimated that her followers are rewarded, by walking 
in a pleasant and peaceful path; in other words, by 
the enjoyment of present happiness. Directly opposed 
to this, stands the other passage, and points out the 
transgressor, or viciuus man, as being punished, by 
walking in a path, where is neither pleasure, nor hape 
piness. 

‘The causes, are then, found to be opposite, and, io 
accordance with the laws of Nature, above refered tq 
the consequences are found to be opposite to, and pro 
portionate with each other. We are, now prepared to 
carry the parallel, as far as the objector wishes. 

Will he assert, that the vicious man must be punish- 
ed for a limvited period, after death, to make up his re- 
compence for his sins? We then, answef, the good 
mau must be happy, for a limited period, to complete 
his reward for virtue. Will he assert that the punish- 
ment shall be endless, and this punishment, a just re 
compence for his demerits? We answer, The reward 


of the righteous will, then be endless, and this reward, 


be justly due to his merits. Y : 
We think this is running the parallel, fairly through ; 


and what is the result? Why, that of misery after 
death is the consequence of our own sin, then happiness 


ess. 





i 2 i “age ” 
yidid her increase. PSsALms, 


after death ie the consequence of aur own rigtteousn 




















This, | humbly conceive, sets entirely aside, salvation 
> the grace of God, as taught in the Scriptures, for, 
P iaivatiod ‘* be of grace then is it no more of works; 





| PATHETIC DESCRIPTION OF SACRIFICES. 


| “*See yonder Druid, with fierceness glaring in his 


otherwise grace is no more grace. But, if it be of eyes, and the consecrated branch in his hand, polluting 


works, then it ig no more grace ; otherwise, work is no 
more work.”’ 

It is my opinion then, that, in order to be consistent 
with Scripture and Nature, we must conclude, that, as 
yirtue rewards, so vice punishes its adherents; and, 
hence. that the salvation of the human race from sin, 


and their future bappiness, depend on the will and, 


grace of God. fin. 

It will, now be asked, by way objection, how the 
wicked are punished? I answer, the question may be 
easily solved, by answering another, i.e. How are 
the righteous rewarded ?—Ffor one must be precisely 
opposite to the other. But the righteous man will 
styenuously insist upon it, that the wicked are not suf- 
ficiently punished in this life. But why? Because he 
‘cannot see it. Can he enter iuto his wicked neighbor’s 
heart, and judge correctly of the evils he feels, and 


the pains that rack, and torture his breast ? No: he | 


cannot; and therefore, he concludes his wicked neigh- 
bor is not punished, according to his demerits. 

Let us now, reverse the case. —The wicked man 
supposes the good man does not receive a just reward 
for his virtue. Would not the conclusion be just as 
good? Who knows any thingabout the rewards 
yirtue, but those that experience them? No man: 
therefore, we sect down beth these conclusions as cor- 
rect. and one is as likely to be so, as the cther, there 
muct bea deficiency or both sides, that distracts and 
po plexes the 1.i91—for the Scriptures no where pro- 
mice a future reward for present merit. 

if, therefore, the good man will admit that God is 
just, consequently rewarding him in the present state, 
and that, consequently, bis final salvation is of Grace, 
he must, also admit, as a necessary consequence, that 
he is equally just to the sinner—That he panishes him 
ve proportion, and that he is, as much entitled to 
ons iered a subject of grace, as himself. 


in d 
be « 

But, the objector, still dissatisfied, presses the sub- 
ject to the last point. How shall the wicked wretch 
receive his punishment for his last crime, in the com- 
mission of which, he dies? I am not about to attempt to 
arswer this question, but to continue the parallel, by 
asking another—How will the good man, that dies in 
the practice of virtue, obtain bis reward, for bis last 
virtuous act’ The justice of God binds him to accom- 
plisl one, as well as the other, and as the happiness of 
the righteous, hereafter, is the act of grace, there can 
be noreward about it. Therefore, when the objector 
answers my question, I hold myself bound to answer 
his. 

But I must draw toa close. Suffice it then to say, 
that, until nature herself shall change, or at least, un- 
til her laws are so far changed, as that effects bear no 
relation, or proportion to their causes, the virtuous 
man, must, and will be happy, and the wicked man, 
Proportionably miserable. AMICUS, 


— oo  - 


A RELIGIOUS MANIAC. 


Sacnarpor, (L. J.) May 14.—Israel Ruland, of 
Brookhaven, who we understand has been sometime 
laboring under what is called a concern of mind, on the 
hight of the 5th awoke his wife, and very deliberately 
told her, that it had been revealed to him, that he 
must destroy his family, and as deliberately rose for 
the purpose ; but the wife not believing in the revela- 
tion took her departure for some of the neighbors, who 
having cellected, they returned to the house, where 
they found the oldest child, about eight years old, ly- 
™mg on the door step, where R. had taken it by its heels 
and dashed its brains out—it lived nearly an hour. He 
likewise had broken the skull of another child, about 
four years old, belonging to a woman in the house—it 
§ said it cannet live. —Nito-Bedford Mercury. 


thy soil, O Britain! with the ashes of hundreds of vic- 
; tims consumed in an enormous image! Bat soft—we 
promised te produce examples only from polished na- 

tions, and from empires at the zenith of their glory. — 
| Aud we shall not have read far-in the pages which re- 
_cord the brightest splendors of antiquity, before we find 
the * pitiful woman,” offering her first born for her 
** transgressions, the fruit of the boy for the sin of the 
soul; the mother “* forgetting her suckling child,” 
and “* ceasing to have compassion upon the son of her 
|womb.”? My heart fails me, and the blood curdles in 
,my veins with horror, when | recollect that it was a 
_custom common among the Carthaginians to sacrifice 
| children to Saturn.The statue of that idol was of brass, 
_and formed with extended arms; but so constructed, 

as to suffer whatever was placed upon them, to fall. 
| into a fierce fire; flaming in a furnace at the foot of 
the image. The trembling pare..t approached witha 
countenance of ease which ill concealed the anguish 
of the heart, aud presented his child. The distracted 
mother imprinted, with a parched lip, a last kiss upon 

the blooming cheek of her smiling infant. ‘he fero- 
‘cious priest, clothed in scarlet, received the uncon- 


of Scious babe from the maternal embrace ; and placing it 
jf; 00 the arms of the infernal image, it fell into the fire. 


At that instant the drums were beat, and the air rang 
with acclamations from the surrounding multitude, to 
cover the agony of the bereaved parents, and to drown 
the shrieks of the consuming victim! On one occa- 
sion,* two hundred children ef the first families in Car- 
thage were thus immolated! aud on their annual sac- 
rifices, those who had no children were accustomed to 
, purchase of the poor for this horrible purpose.» Coliyer. 


* When Apathocles was about to besiege Carthage, 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE DOCTRINE 
OF ENDLESS MISERY. 


I think it to be an incontrovertible fact, that no v/r- 
‘uous man, while a believer in the doctrine of Ludless 
| Misery, can be reconciled to what he supposed to be, 
ithe will of God. Set his doubts, respecting his own 
salvation, entirely aside; and, enough remains, to con- 
vince any person, that. the supposed will of God, and 
his own will, are mutually opposed to each other.— 
He has numerous friends, whom he highly esteems.— 
And such is his sympathy for them, that when they are 
happy, or unhappy, he is proportionably so. But, to 
reach the most delicate cord of sensibility ; the slight- 
est touch of which, vibrates through his very soul, he 
has an affectionate wife, whom he tenderly loves.— 
One by one, his friends are summoned to the tomb— 
and at last, he is called to resign, to the arms of death, 
the companion of his bosom, the partner of his sorrows 
aud his joys. 

He sees then sink to the mansions of the dead, and 
believes them to have descended to endless woe-—Giief 
and anguish prey upon his frantic mind, O! my 
God~ says the surviving moumer, ‘ could I be assur- 
ed of their future happiness, that assurance would al- 
leviate my distress, and assuage my grief. But, alas! 
they are gone, sunk beneath the reach of mercy, into 
never-ending woe.’ 

Kind reader, stop: Reflect, a moment on the case 
before you; It is worthy your serious examination.— 
This bereaved man, is a man of virtue. ‘lhe tender 
seusibilities of his heart, substantiate the fact. 
cannot view, though, but in imagination, the misery of 
a friend aud ‘ellow being, and not recoil with hovror, 
from the heart rending thought. It is this imaginary 





misery of others, that inflicts, on his soul pangs, a 
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‘Thousand times more numerous, Ten Thousand times 


more dreadful, than those, caused by the ravages of 
Death. He cannot restrain the agonizing thought,— 
he cannot suppress the bitter sigh,—he cannot stifle 
the groan of anguish,—he cannot check the falling 
tear, nor forbear to utter the fervent prayer, “+ Save 
them, O! God; forbid that they should sink into the 
horrid abyss of woe.” 


But stop again: This man is a Christian ; and he 
prays, ‘* Not my will, but thine, O! God be done.”— 
He, furthermore, professes to exult inthe certainty of 
the accomplishment of the Divine Will. And more 
than this, he believes it to be according to that will, 
that bis impenitent friends, shall be miserable. Do 
not his sorrow and prayers contradict all thie? Is not 
this supposed will of God, the source of his greatest 
trouble? and does not his conduct, plainly tell you, he 
would alter, or frustrate that will if he could? Why 
does he not rejoice, in these multiplied evils? Truly, 
because his soul is at open war, against them. 


it is impossible, say what we will, that, such a man, 
under such circumstances, can be reconciled to such 
views. True, these feelings may, partially wear off, 
in process of time, and, he may think himself reconcil- 
ed; but this is altogether chimerical, for, whenever 
he reviews the distressing scene,the same sensations are 
produced, and the mind is found to be as much anre- 
conciled to the idea of the misery of a fellow being, as 
it was at first, 

The height of human happiness, originates from the 
height of moral virtue: and the height of moral virtue, 
is to love our neighbors as ourselves. This virtuous 
man, can, therefore, never be happy, until this law of 
universal love shall have been eradicated from his 
heart. it hence follows, that if the purest virtue pro- 
duces the happiness of heaven, either that the virta- 
ous man, if happy there, must witness the salvation of 
his frieuds, or that virtue on earth, and virtue in heay- 
en, are two distinct principles. 

In other words, that the virtuous man, can never be 


reconciled to, and happy in the misery of any being, 


until he ceases to love his friends, to say nothing of all 
men, and ceases to remember, that he ever has loved 
them. For this purpose, he must not only be released 
from the requisitions of the moral law, but must, also, 
be deprived of all knowledge of it. For so long as he 
experienced its operation, so long he would be utve- 
couciled to the supposed will of God, to make any one 
eternally wretched. 


If there be any principle, embraced, either by scrip- 
ture, or reason, that points out the future abrogation 
of the moral law, it has hitherto escaped my notice.— 
But as I conclude there is not, | draw the conclusion, 
that the virtue and happiness of heaven, result from 
loving God with all our Searts, and ail men as our- 
selves. Hence, that the period will never arrive, when 
the virtuous man will be reconciled to the will of God, 
that consigns his friends to endless woe. Amigcs. 
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Diep in Dover, N. H. on the 12th inst, Repecca 
Coxsy, the amiable consort of Benjamin Colby, aged 
26 years. She supported the chatacter of an affection- 
ate wife, a tender mother, and faithfal friend. Hert 
loss is truly great, and will long be felt by a numerous 
circle of friends, to whom she was endeared by every 
tie of friendship. ‘To her disconsolate husband and 
two little children her loss is irreparable. Her Inst 
sickness was long and distressing, during which she 
manifested a fortitude and resignation, whieh ® firm 
and unshaken belief in future happiness alone can in- 
spire. She was a true believer in the Salva/ian of all 
Men, and this belief never forsook her, but continued 
to console, to comfort and refresh her to the last hout 
of ber mortal existence. ‘These eniphatic words dwelt 
upon her lips, “* Thy will be done, O Lord And 
with this prayful testimony of her resignation, she 
yielded up her life without a sigh, and fell asleep im 





the arms of her Savtour. 











a sad 











POET’S CORNER. 


SELECTED. 


THE LAND OF REST. 


There is a land of glorious rest, 
Where pure and happy spirits reve, 
For ever and for ever blest, 
The land of spotiess joy and love. 





O yes, there is a land of rest, 
Free from corroding grief and care ; 
No storms, no dangers there molest, 
Nor discord once shal! enter there. 


The land of rest—the land of joy, 

Where quenchless glories meet aud shine, 
And fit for angels its employ, 

For all its pleasures are divine. 


There is no land of rest beside— 

But where is this blest region found ! 
Tt is not bound by ocean tide, 

It is not upon earthly ground. 


“Tis where bright angele sweep the lyre, 
And spirits of the just repose ; 

'Tis where the seraph’s living fire 
With undiminished ardor glews. 


Blest land, methmks I see thee now, 
All smiling in perennial bloom, 
With rapture thron’d on every brow, 
And flowers that breathe divine perfume. 


Then hail to thee, thou land of rest, 
And hail thy harps of holiest strains, 
And hail those crowns that grace the blest, 
Who rove along thy bappy plains. 


But ah! that land of rest is far, 
And dark and trackless is the road ; 
Yet Hopx, a bright and glorious star, 
Points onward to the dear abode. 


Then what though stormy be the way, 
Though winds and surges beat and roar, 
They only drive from earth away, 
And urge to that celestial shore ; 
And °mid the storm that voice is best, 
That whispers, ‘* There’s a Land of Rest.” 
<a? ete 
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Tilustration of Acts xvii. 80. 34. 








now commandeth all men every where to repent ; be- 
cause he hath appointed a day in the which he will! 
judge the world in righteousness by thal man whom he | 
hath ordained ; whereof he hath given assurance unto | 
dll men, in that he hath raised him from tie dead.” 


(Continued from page 190.) 





We shall now attempt a consideration of the words} 
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| have more leisure than we have, to examine them.— ‘that he might be 


Heb. i. 6, and 25. Mat. xxiv. 14. Rom. x. 18. Luke 
xxi. 26. Acts xix.27. Luke ii. 1. Acts xi. 28, and 
xvii. 6, 31, and xxiv. 5. Luke iv. 5, Rev. iii. 10, 
and xii. 9, and xvi. 14. This word is in Luke xxi. 26, 
rendered earth, and in ali the other places world.— 
From the slight inspection, we have been able to give 


| to these passages, we have nased the following obser- 


vations. 3 
Ist. In the two first, the word oikoumene rendered 
world, seenis to be used to express the state of things 
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Lerd bo : 
' Rom. xiv. 9, San me 
_ 4th. The manner in which Godis 
‘by Jesus Christ. He is to do it in Oe 
_ Whatever sense we attach to the word jutlge in this 
| passage, all we think, will allow, that the term right 
ousness is used to express justice, uprightness . 
equity. At whatever time, or by whomsoever | 
)judges the world, we may be sure it will be done in 
| righteousness, for there is no unrighteous with him, 
| We are now prepared to consider, what is meant 


under the reign of the Messiah, or bis kingdom, and is God’s judging the world in righteousness by Jesus 
called the world, and the werld to come. ‘his reign of Christ, but must leave this for the subject of anothey 


his began, at his exaltation to the right hand of God, 
and shall be completed at his delivering up the king- 
dom to God the Father. See Psalms cx. 1. and Acts 
ii. 34, 35, and compare 1 Cor. xv. 24—29. 

2d. It is used to denote the Romanempire, This is 
obvious from several of the passages just referred to.- 
The taxation of Cesar Augustus, Luke ii. 1, was no 
doubt confined to this, and in Acts xix. 27, Asia is ‘lis- 
tinguished from the oikoumene, or world. See also 
Rey, xii. 9, aod xvi. 14. But in Acts xix. 27, where it 
is said, ‘** whom all Asia and the world worshippeth,” 
perlraps the word and might be rendered even, and this 
distinction disappears. But what ever way this may 
be decided, it is obvious, that in Rev. xii.9, satan, said 
to deceive the whole world, is cast out into the earth. 
That the word world in these texts, refers to the Ro- 
map empire, may be gathered, by considering, that it 
was throughout it, the Jews were dispersed, and a- 
mong whom Paul was accused, as being a mover of se- 
dition, Acts xxiv. 5. It was to the ends of this world 
the apostles preached the gospel, Rom. x. 18. It was 
this world they tarned upside down, Acts xvii. 6; and 
the universality of the power of the Romans in these 
days was supposed to extend toa!) the inhabitated part 
of the earth. It was in this world, or throughout the 
Roman empire, the gospel was first preached by the 
apostles. Ilere the first churches of Christ were gath- 
ered, a people to shew forth his praise, instead of the 
Jews whom he cast off for their unbelief. 


It deserves notice, that the werds oikonmene and_ 


aion, translated world, as well as kosinos, are never 
said to be loved by God, as it is John iii. 16; nor is 
Christ said to be the Saviour or propitiation for its sins, 


1 Joba ii. 2, and iv. 10, this. nor any of the preced- | 
jing remarks on these words, is made, because 
our views of this passage depend on them, Lut be- 


cause they are founded in truth, and exhibit a distinc- 
tiop in the meaning of these three words, which is 
concealed hy the word world, in the common version. 


“4nd the limes of this ignorance God winked at ; but: This we presume will not be denied by any one, who 


has paid any attention to their scripture usage. 

2d. Who is to judge this oikoumene, or world? The 
connexion between verses 30 and 31, sufficiently shews, 
that it is God who is to judge the world: That same 
God, who winked at the former times of ignorance, 
bat whom Paul declared to the Athenians, now com- 
nandeth all men every were to repent. 

od. By whom is God to judge the world? It is by 


in verse 31st. * Because he hath appointed a day in} 


: Lh cs _ pape Christ, the man whom he hath ordained, and 
the which he will judge the world in righteousness, | whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that 


by that man whom he hath ordained, whereofhe hath|be hath raised him from the dead. Jesus declared 
given assurance unto all men in that he hath raised jJohn v. 22, 23, that “the Father judgeth no aaa. 


“him from the dead.” It has been hinted already, that! but hath committed all judgment unto the Sen: that 
these words contain the reason or argument, adduced | 


all men should honor the Son even as they honor 


by Paul, why all men every where ought to repent.— | the Father.” 1 would merely observe here, that we 


Being the principal ground, on which many build the 
doctrine of a day of general judgment, they require to 
be carefully considered. Let us then consider, 

lst, What in these words is said to be judged. It is, 
“ the world.’ The words kosmos and aion, are ren- 
dered, in our common version, world, but the word 
which is here translated world,is oikoumene. As the 
places in which this word occurs in the New Testa- 
ment, are not very numerous, we shall give the chap- 
ters and verses where it is found, and leave those who | 








are not to infer from Paul’s calling Jesus Christ a man, 
that he had uo higher character. We mizht with 
equal justice infer, that because he is called God, and 
the Son of Ged, that he was not a man. It is by him, 
as the Son of Godyand the Son of man, and Mediator 
between God and men, he is to judge as well as save 
the world. And whatever this judging of the world 
by him may mean, he is ordained of God to it, and 
comprehends the quick and dead,—Acts x. 42, “‘ For 
to this end Carist Leth died, aud rose, aug revived, 


' paper. 
) Aw Iwavrrer Arter Trorg, 
(To be Continued.) : 
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SLAVERY. 

History informs us, that Catholics and Calvin 

| comprise all, or nearly all the Slave-holders that have 
| ever existed, in this western hemisphere. While the 
atrocious system of Slavery seems to have been con- 
}genial with their feelings and principles, it is totally 
/uureconcilable with the feelings and principles of 
| Quakers, Uuiversalists, aud many other virtuous de- 
nominations, reviled and detested by the former. |» 
‘deed, it is utterly in»possible to reconcile Slavery with 
the pure doctrines of Christianity ;— with doing to oth- 
ers, as we would they should do unto us. Who, and 
| where is the man to be found, that dares sav, “Tam 


| willing, and think it right, that '. and on ¥ posterity 
should be enslaved, aud be he'd in perpetnal bondage? 
liable to be abused, lashed, and sold like, beasts, a! the 
| Pleasure, or caprice cf a master! !” Weare happy ip 
being informe, thai the Catholics have begun a re- 
iformati-y on this head. In the Haytien Republic, 
they tell us, ** The moustrous alliance of flavery and 
| Liberty is not known.”* And in the Catholic Repob- 
{lics of South America, neasures are iv train for the 
complete and everlasting abolition of Slavery, May 
‘their wise and consistent examples be followed, net 
l only in France, Spain. and every other Cribolic coun 
try, but by every Calvinistic sect. 
| It is devoutly hoped, the time is near, when the gov- 
‘ernment of the United States, which has so long aud 
;manfully contended, “* that free ships should make 
| free goods,” will eee the propriety of contending, with 
‘no less ardor, ‘* that a free Repudlic shall make free 
| citizens.” K. 


* Leiter from the Secretary Genera! of Huyti 
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LAND OF NOD. 


Explanation of Gen. iv. 16.‘ It is the same word 
which is readered in the twelfii and fourteenth verses, 
a vagabond. Why our translators, in the two former 
verses, give the meaving, or import of the word, and ig 
the 16th verse the letters of it merely, is not easily 
comprehensible. Let it be translated throughout, the 
sense is perfectly clear, and all ground of idle inquiry 
taken away. In the twelfth verse, God denounces 
the punishment, Thou shalt not die, but be Nod, 6 
vagabond in the earth. Jn the fourteenth verse, Caiw 
recognizes the justice of his sentence, and bewails ity 
‘I shall be Nod a ragabond mm the earth.” And ia 
the sixteenth, Moses gives us. the history of its bemg 
put in execation, ** He went out from the presence of 
the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Ned,” a tage 
flying from place to place, skulking in corners, shup- 
ning the baunts of men, pursued incessantly by the 
remorseful pangs, and tormenting apprehensions of an 
ill conscience.”—Hunter's Sucred Biography. 
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